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DIRECTIONS  FOR  COFTROLLING  TREE  SOUIRRELS 
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Prepared  in  the  Division  of  Predator  and  Rodent  Control 


Tree  squirrels  of  the  red,  fox,  gray,  and  flying  species  sometimes 
become  a  nuisance  "by  occupying  attics,  double  walls,  and  other  similar 
spaces  in  houses.  Although  control  in  such  local  instances  is  desirable, 
caution  must  be  exercised  to  guard  against  killing  the  squirrels,  as  they 
are  protected  by  the  game  laws  of  many  States,  except  during  open  hunting 
seasons  in  fall,  which  vary  in  the  different  States,   Some  States  do  not 
protect  red  squirrels,  and  none  protect  flying  squirrels.   Some  permit 
the  destiruction  of  squirrels  where  they  are  doing  damage  to  property, 
provided  permission  is  granted  by  the  State  game  officer.   Squirrels 
should  not  be  killed  in  conflict  with  the  law. 

Squirrels  may  frequently  be  driven  from  houses  by  the  use  of  repel- 
lents, one  of  the  most  effective  of  which  is  naphthalene.  This  may  be 
obtained  at  any  local  drug  store  in  the  form  of  flakes  or  the  common 
"moth  balls,"  the  flakes  being  preferred  for  this  purpose.  Four  or 
five  pounds  of  the  flakes  should  be  scattered  liberally  about  the  spaces 
frequented  by  the  squirrels,  Naphthalene,  however,  is  not  a  permanent 
repellent,  because  it  is  soon  dissipated  into  the  air,  and  therefore  it  is 
necessary  to  treat  the  places  at  frequent  intervals. 

It  is  not  practicable  to  close  the  openings  to  shut  the  squirrels 
out  of  a  place  they  are  accustomed  to  use,  becaxise  if  they  have  become 
established  and  then  find  their  usual  entrances  obi^tructed,  they  will 
probably  gnaw  their  way  through  the  walls  in  other  places  and  do  addi- 
t  i  o  nal  damage , 

If  the  use  of  repellents  is  not  practicable,  squirrels  frequently 
may  be  caught  in  traps  that  will  hold  them  alive.  There  are  several 
such  traps  on  the  market  manufactured  by  various  firms,  including  the 
National  Live  Trap  Company,  Tomahav/k,  ^/.'is.;  Crown  Iron  Works  Company, 
1229  Tyler  Street,  N.  E.,  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  Kleflock  Live  Trap  Company, 
716-718  Third  Avenue,  Hibbing,  Minn.;  and  E.  C.  Sloulin,  1330  Forty- 
fourth  Street,  S.Vif,,  Seattle,  Wash.   If  one  of  these  traps  cannot  be 
purchased  locally,  communicate  directly  with  the  manufacturers. 


1/  This  leaflet  supersedes  Leaflet  Bi-1163  issued  in  August  1931  by 
the  Bureau  of  Biological  Survey,  under  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture, 


The  traps  should  be  baited  with  nut  si   Squirrels  so  captured  may  be  trans- 
ported some  distance  and  released j  oi*  given  to  the  management  of  Tmblic 
parks  and  estates,  Where  there  is  usually  a  demand  for  them. 

If  necessary  to  destroy  the  squirrels,  shooting  with  a  small  caliber 
rifle  is  perhaps  the  most  satisfactory  method.  Local  ordinances  relative 
to  shooting  in  cities  must,  of  course,  be  observed. 

Trapping  with  steel  traps  is  also  effective.   Small  IJo.  0  or  ¥.0 .   1 
steel  traps  should  be  se"t  in  the  crotches  or  at  the  bases  of  trees  that 
the  squirrels  are  seen  to  frequent.  Nuts  placed  about  the  traps  will 
serve  as  a  satisfactory  lure. 


